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Avoidance through technological changes

• increase awareness of existing solutions

• provide fishers with tools so they can assess the selective and 

economic impact of innovate gears

• investigate the potential of new technologies to improve both 

species and size selectivity. 
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• increase awareness of existing solutions

» Meta analysis of selectivity data

» Manual of trawl selectivity

» Fact sheets of selectivity trials
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Meta analyses

• Haddock (38 sets of trials, 614 hauls)

• Plaice (10 sets of trials, 200 hauls) 

• incorporating results where typically only one or two 

parameters are tested 

• to produce models that predict selection across a wide 

range of gear parameters
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Meta analyses

• the vertical separation of fish (20 trips, 38 gears, haddock, 

whiting, cod, flat fish, monk …)
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Factsheets
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• 90 factsheets in total

• Turkey, Greece, Italy, Croatia, Spain, 

Portugal, France, England, Scotland, 

Ireland, Belgium, Holland, Denmark, 

Germany, Iceland, Norway, Suriname

• trawl selectivity/catch comparison  trials 

(purse seine, discard survival, dredging)

• ICES-FAO WGFTFB



Avoidance through technological changes

• provide fishers with the tools/knowledge to find their own solutions to the 

problems they face

• these problems will vary from vessel to vessel and maybe even from haul to 

haul

• need to be able to assess the selective and economic impact of modified or 

new gears

• fishers need to be able to react quickly to the fish on the grounds and to what 

they are catching
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