
Data, Stocks and MSY?

Landing Obligation 2019: What have we learned, what are the next steps?

Copenhagen, Denmark, 2019

Lisa Borges

Strategies for the gradual elimination 

of discards in European fisheries

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 

research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 633680



What are the catches? 
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Discard sampling….

× refusal to let observers on board

× evidence of sampling levels decreased

× discard sampling biased



Discard plans 2019-2021



Discard data….

× discrepancy between discard rates

× ≠ discards trough LO exemptions

× decrease discard knowledge
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Assessments & advice

 Catch advice

 Below Minimum Size 

 data more complex

 changes in data quality & uncertainty

 too early to detect, work in progress

data not available



TACs 2015-2019
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LO introduction 2015-2018

reducing unwanted catch and 

changing fishing practices has been 

minimal

due to a combination of policy 

changes and insufficient monitoring 

and control.



Maximum Sustainable Yield? 

• STECF monitoring – reverse stock trend

• Significant increase of fishing mortality

• Changes in fishing patterns change MSY 
reference points



What are the catches? 

 Increase at-sea sampling

 transparency & accountability 



Thank You!


