
DiscardLess - Strategies for the gradual 
elimination of discards in European fisheries 

DiscardLess project  
in the Mediterranean: main 
objectives and progresses 

Mediterranean Workshop, Rome, 9th March 2017 



DiscardLess - Strategies for the gradual 
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EU Horizon 2020 Program, 2015-2018 

 

31 partners in 12 countries 

 

Main aim:  

Provide the knowledge, tools and 
technologies, as well as stakeholders 
involvement, for the gradual 
elimination of discards in European 
fisheries according to the new CFP. 

 

 

 

 

 

1-Azores 
2-Western Mediterranean 
3-Eastern Mediterranean 
4-Bay of Biscay 
5-Celtic Sea 
6-Eastern English Channel 
7-North Sea and West Scotland 
8-Iceland 
9-Barents  Sea 
 



France   Spain        Greece 
 

WESTERN BASIN 
 Gulf of Lions 
 Balearic Islands 
 

EASTERN BASIN 
 Aegean Sea 
 
 

MEDITERRANEAN STUDY AREAS 
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tTRANSVERSAL THEMES:

• Stakeholders Involvement
• Technological Innovation
• Cost Effectiveness
• Control and Monitoring
• Dissemination and Outreach

WP1
Ecosystem scale

assessment

WP2
Fishery scale
assessment

Multiscale baselines and assessments

WP3
Adaptation of gear 

technology

WP4
Adaptation of  fishing

strategies

Avoiding unwanted
catches

WP5
From deck to first

sale

WP6
Products to the

value chain

Optimal use of 
unwanted catches

Policy outreach

WP7
Framing and implementing

the discard policy

WP8
Bringing results to users
and spreading the word



Help the fishing industry of how best to adapt to the new EU Regulations on 
discards.  
 
Provide solutions to mitigate the impact and meet CFP regulations.  
 
The success will depend on the cooperation among scientists, fishing industry and 
stakeholders. 

MEDITERRANEAN CASE STUDIES: MAIN AIM 

Discard 

Mitigation 

Strategies 

FISHERS 

NGOs 

SCIENTISTS 

MANAGERS 



Evaluate the consequences of the LO and subsequent changes in fishing 
practices on marine ecosystems 

ECOSYSTEM SCALE ASSESSMENT 

 

 
 The LO will certainly affect the ecosystem but less than expected 

 
 
 
 



ECOSYSTEM SCALE ASSESSMENT 

http://www.discardless.eu/ http://www.discardless.eu/ 



Estimate likely economic and social effects of the LO 
implementation at the fishery scale: 
 
 a) bio-economic modelling  
 
 b) and monitoring stakeholders perception 

FISHERY SCALE ASSESSMENT 

http://www.discardless.eu/ http://www.discardless.eu/ 



MEFISTO 

Current <MLS (20 cm) <L50 (30 cm) 
Implementation 

of the LO 

F Slight ↓ ↓ ↓↓ ↔ 

# Recruits ↔ ↔ ↔ ↔ 

SSB Slight ↑ ↑ ↑↑↑ ↔ 

Yield Slight ↑ ↑ ↑↑ ↔ 

Incomes Slight ↑ Slight ↑ ↑↑ ↔ 

Crew wage Slight ↑ Slight ↑ ↑↑ ↓ 

Profits Slight ↑ Slight ↑ ↑↑ ↓ 

FISHERY SCALE ASSESSMENT 



FISHERY SCALE ASSESSMENT 

monitoring stakeholders perception 

 
 General opposition to the LO, tailored for Atlantic fisheries but not applicable to the 
Med. 
 
 
 Handling discards on land will generate a lot of problems since there are not fish 
processing  industries. 

 
 

 The LO goes against the efforts done during the last decades to reduce the 
commercialization of small-sized fish. 

 
 

 All stakeholders agree on the measures to apply: 1) improvement of selectivity and 2) 
use of spatio-temporal closures. 

 
 
 
 

  



Promote the avoidance of unwanted catches through technological means 

ADAPTATION OF GEAR TECHNOLOGY 

http://www.discardless.eu/selectivity_manual 

http://www.discardless.eu/selectivity_manual


ADAPTION OF GEAR TECHNOLOGY 

http://www.discardless.eu/selectivity_manual 

http://www.discardless.eu/selectivity_manual


To develop industry led approaches to the strategy and tactics for minimising 
unwanted catches. 

ADAPTATION OF FISHING STRATEGIES 

The Fishers story –manuals of discard reduction practices 
     
The Scientists story – identification of locations to avoid unwanted catch. 
  
The Managers story – incentives for LO compliance.  



ADAPTATION OF FISHING STRATEGIES 

 Mapping discards and Defining strategies to avoid discard   

Individuals < MLS 

Hake < MLS 



FORMULATE POLICY GUIDELINES 

 
How the LO regulation may be successfully implemented at the 
regional level.  
 

Mediterranean Policy Brief 



SPREADING THE WORD: Secure the maximum impact of 
the project  

http://www.discardless.eu/atlas 
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